
"WIGRAMS" 

THE HOUSE BY THE TURN 

!  

Introduction  

For many boatmen and women, Napton Junction, the junction of the Oxford canal and the Grand Union 
north, has always been known as "Wigrams Turn". As also Calcutt locks nearby, are referred to as 
"Wigrams Three". Certainly they have been called this since the 1930s, as Eily Gayford in her book 
"Amateur Boatwomen" refers to them by this name.  
The name seems certain to have derived from the name of the first toll keeper at Napton Junction in 
1800 "John Wiggerham". The tollhouse has stood on the junction, much unaltered for 200 years, and 
is a well-known landmark for boaters.  

This is the story of "Wigrams" the house by the turn 
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The New Canal Era  

In the late 1700's canal traffic between London and the Midlands had been a long and tortuous route, 
firstly in 1789 from Birmingham via the river Severn, the Thames and Severn canal, and finally the 
river Thames. Then in 1790 new route using the Coventry and Oxford canals and the Thames, but this 
was still long winded.  

The plans to build the Grand Junction canal in 1792, from Braunston to London looked like shortening 
the route considerably but still left a tedious journey on the narrow winding Oxford and Coventry.  

Plans to build a canal from Napton to Birmingham originated from 1774, but the Warwick and 
Birmingham canal was not authorised until 6th March 1793. The last stage was originally to run from 
Warwick to Braunston, and then altered to Napton, and the Warwick and Napton Canal was authorised 
14th May 1796.  

The canal, 14 miles long, involved building 25 narrow locks, an aqueduct, and countless lock cottages 
and other buildings, one of which was the tollhouse at Napton, with a stop lock alongside. The house 
was actually authorised for construction by the W&N committee in 1798.  

The canal opened for trade on 19th March 1800, and toll keepers were appointed at either end, Edward 
Pratt at Warwick, and at Napton, John Wiggerham, at £42 per annum. There was also a third tollhouse 
at Bascote, run for over 60 years by the Flower family 

The Early History  

John Wiggerham was appointed by the Warwick and Napton Canal Company as " Receiver of tonnage at 
the junction with the Oxford canal" on the 4th  March 1800, at a salary of £40.00 per annum, but with a 
bond of £200.00." He was born in about 1772, and by about 1797 was secretary and confidential 
retainer, to the Bishop of Durham, the Right Hon. Shute Barrington, in which capacity he met his future 
wife Theresa Elisabeth Vintrignier, whilst the Bishop was visiting a family of French Émigrés, the 
Bouveries.  

Theresa was born in Paris in about 1769, and being orphaned quite young, grew up with her Aunt and 
Uncle. Her uncle, Monsr. Pellisier, was in the household of Louis 16th just at the beginning of the French 
revolution, and after the King and Marie Antoinette were arrested, he fled to England with his wife and 
Theresa, narrowly escaping arrest themselves. Theresa's uncle had helped the Bouveries to escape from 
France, and they therefore offered Theresa a position as governess, at their London home, where she met 
John Wiggerham.  

John and Theresa married on 21st May 1799, in St Mary's, Marylebone. The Bishop had promised to secure 
John a good position, and as the Rector of the church of his summer residence at Mongewell, 
Oxfordshire, was also the Chairman of the newly formed Oxford Canal Company, he was able to secure 
John this lucrative job at the Junction House, Napton on the Hill.  

John and Theresa's first child William was born and baptised in Napton in March 1800. His second child 



and successor as toll clerk, was John, in October 1801. Between March 1803 and July 1813, John and 
Theresa had a further six children, Thomas, Henry, Harriet, Emma, Caroline and Theresa. In the 1813 
Parish register of baptisms, John Wiggerham senior is listed as "Canal Clerk".  

The family grew up in Napton, and were said to have made an impressive sight on their twice Sunday 
walks up the steep hill to Napton church, well over a mile each way. In 1817 John purchased some land 
in Harbury, from Benjamin Palmer, for £600.00. This would have been a considerable sum of money, 
equivalent to over six year's salary. .  

!  
GUCC plan of 1934 showing land to be exchanged in order to remove the stop lock, and widen the bridge and the turn, 
The plan shows the toll office removed from the front 

Certainly in plans of 1884 the dimensions of the house are more or less the same as now. The earliest 
photograph is in 1946, when the house appears almost exactly the same, except for a few extra windows, 
and the removal of the pebble dash 

The office on the front, as mentioned earlier, seems to have been removed at the time of widening the 
canal. The earliest plans show it as semicircular, but on later more detailed plans, it is square. It would 
have been more normal for it to be a pentagon shape. There is a clear line on the brickwork where it must 
have been, and inside, the walls reveal an alcove, where it joined the main building.  



!  

Canal Co Plan of 1884 (Plan was drawn for the purposes of reclaiming tax on the land)  

!  

Ordnance Survey map of 1905 

Various outhouses have been added and removed over the years. When the Weekes bought it, there was 
still a piggery and dairy at the North end. Millie talks of a hatch from the spare bedroom upstairs, leading 
down into the dairy below, and of swinging down a rope into it. Perhaps the hay was kept up there at one 
time, and fed through the hatch  It would seem that he was reasonably well off. Theresa's family had also 
been very wealthy in France, with vast vineyards in Picardy, but most of these had been seized by the 
revolutionaries.  

John was also a lay doctor and experimented with very early vaccination. His medicine practice, 
however, could not save him from a Typhus fever epidemic, that struck the family in October 1818, 
killing firstly Henry, then John himself, as well as William and Caroline a few months later from 
consumption. They were buried, as often with typhus cases, under cover of darkness, in Napton 
churchyard. Their gravestone has, for some reason, been removed.  



Although the toll house was built for the Warwick and Napton canal, it was in fact run by the Oxford 
Canal Company, and they allowed Theresa a life pension, on Johns death. As a mark of respect also, 
they allowed John junior to remain as toll collector, despite the fact that he was only 18. Theresa 
remained at Junction House till John married Eunice Badams on 13th September 1824 at St Mary, 
Warwick, then she moved with three of her daughters to Warwick, and eventually settled with her 
daughter Theresa, at her son in law  William Mercer, and daughter Harriet's house in Spon street, 
Coventry 

Just why John was famous enough to give his name to the area at Napton Junction, is a mystery, but 
he was a very distinguished man, over 6ft tall and apparently a perfect gentleman, and the family, apart 
from being the very first toll collectors at the junction, were there for over 26 years. Other toll 
collectors have given their name to locks, most famously at "Sutton Stop", at Hawkesbury junction.  

On 18th May 1826, John Wiggerham junior and Eunice had their first daughter Mary Theresa, and John 
is listed as "Toll Collector" in the parish register for the baptism . There is an interesting footnote in the 
register in different ink, stating that Mary was "companie baptized at Warwick" but "received in- to the 
church". Perhaps the canal company had its own chapel. According to records, she was certainly 
baptised twice.  

John left Napton sometime before February 1831 as in the Birmingham St Martins records for the birth 
of their second daughter, Eunice in 1830, John is listed at Bloomsbury Place in Birmingham, as a 
manufacturers clerk, and in 1851 he was living at 164 Great Francis Street, Aston with his wife, and 
working as a grocers agent.  John Wiggerham junior died in June 1855, in Aston, aged 54, and his 
mother Theresa, in June 1857, in Coventry, aged 89.  

John Wiggerham senior had left a fortune of over £3000 in his will and the Wiggerham family survived, 
via Johns married children, Thomas, Emma, Harriet and John, having at least 10 grandchildren, one of 
whom Thomas Vintrignier, was named after his grandmother, right to the present day. However the 
name seems set to die out, as there are no male offspring in the present Wiggerham families.  

!  

Gauging an FMC steam boat "Phoenix" at Buckby C1903, note the toll office attached  to the side of the cottage, and the Toll Keepers Norfolk suit. 

Eventually an agreement for the water supply was made with the OCC, which obviated the need for a 
lock, but there certainly was a stop lock here from the opening in 1800, and a stop gate at the junction 



end of the lock.  

The earliest plans of the house in any detail we found are C1830, when the turnover bridge was to be 
rebuilt, and this includes a plan of the "Wharfingers" house.  This appears to be a canal name for a toll 
keeper, who often kept the wharf as well.  The plan shows the stop-lock with only one gate. The house is 
much the same shape as it is now, but appears a little smaller. Beams in the house would indicate that the 
roofline had been changed considerably at one time.  

!  

Plan of C1830 Caption reads " Plan of junction showing alterations to give increased radius of turn, a new towpath bridge also a 
wharfingers house" The toll office is clear on the canal side 

The House Itself  

The tollhouse was authorized to be built by the Warwick and Napton Canal Company in 1798. An early 
map of 1810 shows a building here exactly on the site and of a similar shape as now. There were plans to 
build a proper lock here dropping down to the Oxford canal by 6 inches, in 1797, as the OCC insisted 
that the W&N were not supplied with water from their canal. This was despite the W&N's offer to build a 
reservoir at Boddington, which would supply the Oxford summit level and subsequently also supply the 
Napton level.  



!  

Plan of proposed lock at the Junction 1797 by John Snape 

As soon as the canal was opened trade began to flow and tonnage figures from the toll office at Napton 
show a rise from 13 tons in 1799, to 9,709 tons in 1813. The tonnage in 1799 indicates that traffic was 
flowing even before the canal was fully opened on 19th March 1800. By 1842 over 40 boats were 
passing through every day. As soon as the through route from Birmingham to London was opened via 
the Warwick canals, the Coventry canal retaliated with price cuts on carriage tolls, which prompted a 
price war between the 2 routes, which was to last until tolls were no longer collected. The toll collector's 
job was by far one of the most important jobs on the canal. It can be seen from records that there was 
normally a toll collector’s assistant living in the house at the same time.  

Tolls were collected by measuring the draft of the vessel, called gauging. At Napton Junction there was 
a stop lock alongside the tollhouse. In some cases such as "Sutton stop lock" on the Coventry canal, 
there were gates like a normal lock, but at Napton the canal just narrowed down to the width of one 
boat, in order to gauge them. Some early plans show a gate at the junction end only. Each boat would 
be gauged empty at a special dock, one of which remains at Calcutt, by loading set weights, and the 
depth in the water logged on a certificate. By checking the depth in the water loaded, in 4 different 
places on the hull using a gauging tool, the average weight of cargo could be calculated for each type 
of freight, and the correct toll charged. Boats were built with gauging marks on the hull to locate the 
position of the measuring tool.  

Each type of cargo carried a different rate. Some cargoes like road-stone could even be free, so the toll 
keeper had to keep a sharp eye out that other cargoes weren't hidden underneath. Other tricks like 
leaning the boat over to one side would affect the gauging.  

The toll office at Napton was built on the front of the house about 13ft square and reaching out almost on 
to the towpath, which must have given a clear view of boats coming either way 



The Smallwood Family  

For over 30 years, the Smallwood family were toll keepers in the house. Charles Smallwood was 
appointed sometime between 1838 and 1841. He was born in Tettenhall, Stratford in about 1784. (Some 
references list him as born in Napton) He married Elizabeth Instone, from Hillmorton on 9th February 
1807 at Grandborough.  

In 1816 his first son, Cornelius, was born in Grandborough. Charles is listed as a canal clerk in the 
parish records, as he is at the birth of John his second son in 1818. The only place in the parish of 
Grandborough, bordering the canal is Calcutt, where the Oxford/Warwick canal company had offices 
and a gauging dock, so Charles was most likely working there. Calcutt top lock was actually run by the 
Oxford CC as part of an agreement with the Warwick, whereby the Warwick paid the Oxford, 2/- for 
every boat passing on to their waterway. They therefore employed their own man at Calcutt since the 
opening, to log them. It is quite probable that Charles held this position. In 1838 he was a toll collector 
at Hillmorton on the Oxford canal, until he moved to Napton before 1841. There are many members of 
the Smallwood family listed at Hillmorton, so it would seem likely he had connections there.  

At Napton Charles was paid £110 per annum, which was paid jointly by the Oxford and the Warwick 
companies. It was in the Oxford canal company’s interest to collect the tolls on the W&N themselves, 
as they were charging a premium for the use of their 5 mile section between Napton and Braunston, 
where the faster, wider route to London started. Charles had an assistant in 1841, Job Turner, aged 20 
who was also a toll collector, living in the house. The Turner family were related by marriage to the 
Smallwoods, and Charles granddaughter Martha Turner lived at Napton for a while.  

John Smallwood, Charles son, as with many future toll collectors, started his working life as a 
Wharfinger (A wharf manager) in Oxford in 1841, living at the Anchor Inn, a canalside inn in New 
Street.  

Sometime in the next ten years, Charles son John moved to the house to assist him, calling himself 
Clerk on the Canal. John was married to Susannah, and their first daughter Mary Anne was born in 
1851. Job Turner followed in his own father, Job's footsteps and became a wharfinger at Monks Kirby, 
Lutterhall. Charles wife Elizabeth died in February 1858 aged 77 



!  

The Toll House at Bascote,Run by the Flower family for many years. There is a distinct similarity to Wigrams 

!  

Napton Junction C1893 An outing to Flecknoe Hill. Perhaps David Tolley is in the picture. Opposite is a thatched building some 
locals say was a pub. The whole field is now a huge marina. 



Up until the first census the house was called the Junction house, but in 1841 it is simply referred to as" 
By the Canal", until 1861 when the address is given as "Reservoir Road, Napton." John and Susannah had 
several more children at Napton, Mary Theresa, John Alfred and Frederick between 1853 and 1861. At 
one time there were nine people in the house. Between about 1857 and 1884, according to various maps 
and plans, the house would seem to have been altered and enlarged slightly. Before restoration and to 
some extent now, there are distinctly two different sections to the house and roofline. With this number 
of people living there, it must have been necessary.  

Charles remained as toll keeper, although given a grander title of " Toll collector for the Oxford. Warwick 
and Napton Canal Co". Charles son, John, still assisted him as clerk, with another young assistant Arthur 
Atkins in 1861, also as clerk to the Oxford, W&N Canal Co. Arthur Atkins later moved to the 
Wharfingers house at Hawkesbury stop lock where he was a Canal clerk until at least 1901, and followed 
into the job by his son Arthur. He was also a fairly well known canal artist.  

Charles was not always attentive to his job. In 1859 the company received letters of complaint from Mr. 
Wycherley, a canal carrier, responsible for carrying over 2000 tons of cargo over the canal per year. He 
claimed that Mr Smallwood, Toll Clerk at Napton had failed to give the correct tonnage on several 
occasions and had charged the incorrect rate for carrying barley. The amount, owing, £1. 9. 0 was 
deducted from Charles wages.  Charles retired in 1863 with a handsome pension of £65.00 per annum. 
This was contributed to, by both the Oxford and Warwick canals, but he didn't see much of it as he died in 
March 1866.  

John died by 1871, and his wife Susannah returned firstly to Banbury, with John Alfred, who worked in a 
telegraph office at the age of 13, and then to Northamptonshire, to live in the Three Conies Inn, Thorpe 
Mandeville with her nephew, and finally back to Banbury where she "lived off her own means".  John 
Alfred married Emma Orland in 1878 and went to live with his mother in law in Upper Heyford mill, 
Oxfordshire, as a carpenter. Emma appears to have died at childbirth in 1888 in Foleshill, and John 
Alfred moved to Aston Manor still working as a carpenter 

Canal Junction  

In 1871 the house finally became known as "Canal Junction" a name that was to be used well up until the 
1940's. The Tolley family now lived there for the next 40 years. David Tolley was born in Kirtlington, a 
small canal-side village in Oxford- shire, in 1835, and married Sarah Wilks from a nearby village in 
1859. They both came from non canal families, but David found himself a position as a wharfinger, at 
Canal Wharf House, Oxford.in about 1860. They had 2 boys, George Wilks in 1860 and David in 1862.  
He was appointed toll collector at Napton in 1863 at £40.00 pa. Annie and Sarah were born at Napton in 
1864 and 1867.  Also living there was Thomas Wilkingon or Wittington who was assistant clerk, with his 
niece Annie.  

David Tolley remained as toll collector through the 1880's, assisted by his son David junior. His other son 
George Wilks, became toll keeper at Cape locks, Warwick in 1884, but ill health forced his dismissal in 
1886, as he was " unlikely to recover". He did survive, however, and married Blanche Hiles in December 
1887 and lived as a farmer at least until 1901, where he is listed as a farmer at Butt Hill, Napton, with 
his wife and daughter Irene.  

David junior married Mary Louisa Jones from Southam in 1888 and moved to Marston Doles as a 
wharfinger and coal merchant.  

In 1891 David senior must have had a bit more time on his hands as he also became a "Grazier", and his 
assistant Toll Clerk was Edwin D. Cope aged 17. David senior was pensioned in June1898.  



The Warwick and Napton, and the Warwick and Birmingham canal companies had always worked very 
closely together, and in 1896 it was decided to collect tolls jointly at Bordersley, at the Birmingham end, 
and Napton at the other. This effectively saved 2 toll collectors salaries, where the canals met in 
Warwick.  

Other economy measures were taken, such as tolls for through passages being collected by the Grand 
Junction clerk and paid on an annual basis, especially for large carrying companies such as Fellows, 
Morton and Clayton. This must have reduced the amount of work the toll collector had to do. Up until 
then a passage from Birmingham to London could involve up to 14 different tolls.  

Harold Francis Cope was appointed Toll Clerk at Napton in September 1898, but in 1901 David Tolley, 
now aged 66 still lived at "The Junction", but as a farmer 

!  
Napton Junction Toll House C1890 An artists Impression by Dave Rogers 

Wigrams was sold complete with all the surrounding land in August 1999, to Peter and Irene Ward, 
leaving the house largely unaltered. Then in March 2003 they sold the house and half the land, including 
the access lane, to Brian and Alison Kaye, the current owners. Peter Ward retained the fields and 
moorings on the Western side.  

Bryan Weekes died in September 2000. Thanks to his, and his wife Norma's vision and determination, 
Junction House, Canal Side, The Junction, Canal Junction, Napton Junction House, The Wide, Culswood 
cottage, and finally Wigrams, re- mains where it has stood for 200 years 

From 1901 Tolls appear to have been collected at Calcutt top lock. There is a building on the side of the 
lock cottage which was referred to as the toll office, and a later company map shows Calcutt as the toll 
office. The 1901 census shows Harry Cope as living at "The Locks, Calcutt" as a toll collector on the 



canal, but there is no collector listed at Napton. There was also a lockkeeper, Edmund Gulliver, and a 
boat gauger, John Hancocks, living at Calcutt. The Hancocks had been boat gaugers there since at least 
1841.  

Harry Cope was the younger brother of Edwin Cope, assistant toll collector at Nap- ton in 1891, and their 
father Thomas E. Cope was a wharfinger at the Oxford Canal office in Braunston. Canal companies 
obviously liked to keep it in the family! Harry married in June 1903 and Edwin married Alice May 
Hankinson in 1898.  

Sarah Tolley died in 1906 and David Tolley in 1907, they are both buried in Nap- ton churchyard with 
their daughter Sarah and granddaughter, Daisy Pruen.  

The 20th Century  

After David Tolley died in 1907, David Junior seems to have inherited the land surrounding the house, 
but in the 1920 Electoral role, Alfred Charles Neal, and his wife Gertrude Annie were living at " Canal 
Junction". He was born in 1883, and in 1915 he was living at the New Inn, Napton, now called The 
Bridge Inn. At the age of 32, he may have been landlord, as he certainly was at one time.  

At Canal Junction, Alfred worked for the canal company as a hedge layer, and rented the house from 
them. His daughter Millie was born in the house in 1922.  

Millie still lives in Napton, with her husband Norman Sheasby. She has countless stories of growing up 
at the junction. She remembers the office on the front of the house, and the dairy and piggery on the 
North end of the building. A popular place for kids to play locally, was the drawbridge on the canal 
towards Calcutt.  

The children would dive off the bridge into the water. The water might have been a bit cleaner then, but 
she still cut her feet on broken glass on the bottom 

!  



Napton draw bridge C1910.The bridge leads to the reservoir on the right.  The toll house is just out of viewin the top left corner. 

!  

In October 1986, S on A DC, granted permission to restore the house, and Bryan eventually purchased 
the house from BW on 3rd February 1987 for £5000.  The house was rebuilt over the next few years, but 
by October 1988, it was considered habitable, and the demolition order was cancelled. The house became 
known for the first time as Wigrams.  

The first part of the house to be restored was the old dairy and piggery at the North end, which was made 
into a small cottage, known as Stable Cottage. Bryan and Norma lived there whilst the rest of the house 
was restored. Apart from the work on the house, Bryan spent a lot of time and money on fencing and 
planting trees on the property, building a barn and a small lake in the garden. He also developed 
moorings on the western side of the GUC 

Dereliction and Restoration  

Between 1960 and 1985 Thomas and Margaret Cullis rented the house from BW. They referred to the 
house as "The Wide", presumably as the junction was some- times called "Wigrams Wide". They had 
been living in Napton High Street. The house was on a maintenance tenancy, and subsequently fell into 
disrepair. There was no sewerage facility and the Cullis's only had an Elsan toilet behind a curtain 
screen. One wonders where they emptied it! Thomas Cullis died in the 60's, and Mrs Cullis remained 
there, breeding Norfolk terrier dogs. The house name was changed to "Culswood Cottage".  

The land surrounding the house changed hands. Fred Sheasby sold the land in 1957, to his son in law 
Sydney Hands, married to his daughter Lilly, and in September 1965 Alfred Bryan Weekes purchased the 
land from Sydney Hands.  

Meanwhile the ownership or the house had changed hands yet again, in 1947, to The British Transport 
Commission, which became British Waterways Board in 1962. This was the fifth ownership of the 



house, and of course the canal, in 34 years. The Warwick and Napton, the Regents Canal and Dock co, 
The GUCC, the BTC and BW.  

In November 1985 a demolition order was placed on Culswood cottage as "Not fit for human 
habitation", but Bryan Weekes had been trying to purchase it from BW for more than a year. BW and 
Stratford on Avon District council, seemed, typically, determined to demolish it. Bryan had submitted 
plans to rebuild the house but, from the tone of various letters, they were not keen. Norma Weekes 
recalls that one Sunday night, Bryan had a call from a demolition company who wanted permission to 
pass across their land next morning, in order to start demolition of the house. Bryan pointed out that it 
was his land and refused access. Soon after, BW agreed to sell the house.  

Widening  

On 1st January 1929, the Grand Junction, the Regents Canal and Dock co, the Warwick and Napton, and 
the Warwick and Birmingham canal companies amalgamated, to become the Grand Union Canal Co. 
All the staff were retained and the GUCC soon began to plan improvements to the Warwick canals. 
Most significant, was to widen the canal bridges and locks to barge capacity, i.e. 14ft. from Braunston 
to Birmingham, which was only 7ft beam. From Braunston to London they had been built as wide beam 
from the outset. This was a massive undertaking, building 52 new locks alongside the old ones. 
Included in this widening scheme was the removal of the stop locks at Braunston and Napton, and the 
widening of the junction bridge at Napton. Work started in March 1932.  

All the fields surrounding Junction House had been purchased by Frederick Sheasby,(not related to 
Norman Sheasby), in 1920. In a document dated December 1934, Fred exchanged, with the GUCC, a 
piece of land either side of the stop lock, for a much larger area by the reservoir. This was to give them 
access to remove the lock. (See plan of 1934 on page 10) He also gave them a small area opposite the 
junction, presumably to make the turn wider. He must have done quite well out of this deal. 

!  
Braunston Stop lock during removal in 1934 The Toll House is a far more conventional style 

Whilst digging the garden adjacent to the site of the old lock, we found vast quantities of brickwork and 
granite stones that must have come from the lock.  Millie also remembers the terrible mess caused by 
the widening. The canal was not just widened but concrete coping and piling was added to the canal 



bank for nearly its entire length.  

An OS map of 1925 shows the toll office as having been removed from the front of the house, as does 
the GUCC map of 1934. This may have been due to the fact that, due to the widening, it would have 
ended up too close to the canal side. Although tolls were now collected at Calcutt, the office was still 
referred to as Napton Toll Office (NTO) in the company records.  

A receipt book from NTO shows H F Cope receiving tonnage payments, and rent from "Napton Junction 
House" and "rent of Reservoir Banks" from 1922 to 1946. The house was costing the Neal family more 
than £14.00 per annum in 1929. The earlier receipts are stamped "Warwick and Napton Canal 
Navigation", and then are over stamped with the Grand Union stamp in 1929, before finally receiving 
the official GUCC stamp after that.  

Alfred Neal and his family remained in the house until 1945, and in 1944, Millie married Norman 
Sheasby, who was in the Royal Army Ordnance Corps. Their first daughter Christine was born here in 
1946  

In the 1940's, canal traffic, especially on the Oxford canal, was still partly horse drawn. There was no 
other way down to the main road, from Canal Junction, other than the towpath. Millie tells stories of 
bouncing her pram down the towpath watching out for an approaching horse. One boat owner used two 
mules, and walking side by side there was no room for a pram, and Millie would be forced to hurry back 
to the bridge with the pram, to let the mules pass.  

When Norman left the Army, he took a job in Coventry, and moved there, with Millie and Christine in 
about 1947.  Between about 1947 and 1959, the house was lived in by Bill and Beatrice Batchelor, an 
engineer working for Bristol Sidley in Coventry 



!  



!  

Extracts from Harry Cope's Napton Toll Book 1928/1929 showing W&N stamps, and over stamping by GUCC. Also shown is his 
salary and payments received for tonnage and rent of Napton Junction House 



!  

The House in 1946, with Millie, Christine and Norman, on the junction bridge 



Built in to the side of the house is an Ordinance Survey Bench Mark.  Bench Marks come in a variety 
of versions from metal studs, to elaborately carvings in stone.  These marks commonly feature an 
upward pointing arrow culminating with a flat bar.  The bar is the point of measure and will specify the 
height above mean sea level (Newlyn Datum).  The specific Bench Mark here is a metal plate ‘Flush 
Bracket’ about 3” x 8” sighted vertically just above ground level, is identified as being at Napton 
Junction, on the ‘south face of abutment, west side of house’.  In the subsequent years there has been 
an extension built which means the marker is now inside the building, just past the front door of the 
cottage on the right. 

Flush Brackets, were installed as part of the second geodetic leveling in England and Wales 1912-21, 
and this mark, one of the 2GL series, was included in the Warwick to Daventry leveling line, between 
March and June of 1913.  All these brackets have unique identifiers, usually in numerical order.  This 
mark is numbered 545, the neighboring ones are 546, on the side of the cottage ‘Nimrod’ on the canal 
to the east, and 544, on Calcutt bottom lock to the north.  The level for this mark is 326.088 ft, just 
under 99.4 meters above mean sea level  

 



Early maps. 

This copy of an Ordinance Survey map dated 1887.  This clearly shows the canal being narrow at the 
bridge.  It also shows the area of the property closely bordered with limited land, within the field as 
one whole.  The northern hedge line appears to continue on the west side if the canal indicating the 
possibility that both fields were part of one whole.  

!  

A detail of this map, although poor quality shows an approximate shape for the house, which clearly 
shows the ground floor extension to the west. 

!  



The map of 1905, 18 years later shows much the same detail 

!  

and the corresponding detail shows much the same layout but it appears some of the outbuildings to 
the south may have been removed.  It also shows more clearly the possibility of a boundary running 
east/west within the garden indicating maybe evidence that the cottage was separately occupied.   

!  



And similarly the 1927 map shows little change.   

!  

You can see however the notation BM 326.1 indicating the height at the bench mark and also it appears 
that the toll office extension to the west seems to have been removed. 

!  

By 1974 however there have been many changes.  Clearly it shows the canal having been widened.  It 
also shows that the field to the west of the canal has had the hedge line removed and is joined with the 
field to the north.   

!  



In the detail there appears to be another outhouse to the north of the property close to where the wood 
is now.  The BM clearly marked on the west side, where it is actually located, and it is now marked in 
metric at 99.39. 

!  

Some notes from overhead photos on Google. 

1999. 
No noticeable fence between canal and property.   
Shed by pond. 
Very young trees close to pond. 
Fence round south of property close to pond right round to chicken house. 
No sign of Cotoneaster on stable roof. 
Trailer is there but no loo block 
Turning circle clear but no sign of lane. 
Barn is built. 

2006  7 years later. 
Fence clearly showing by canal. 
Bridge onto island 
Pontoon 
Summer house 
Young willow showing and also maybe gravel circle for table. 
Fence moved to include summer house in garden 
Some evidence of lane beginning. 
Some plant growth on stable roof 
Loo block 
Septic tank built 
Couple of caravans on either side of barn 

2010,  4 years later. 



Willow now well established 
Lane established 
Plant clerly established on stable roof 
Gate down to canal 
Many caravans in field. 


